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FROM THE VICARAGE

Last month | wrote about how Jesus asks us to put Him at the centre of all we do.
Indeed this is the only right and loving response in the light of His grace and love
revealed by His death on the Cross. | concluded the article by saying there is a
problem that makes that harder for us — what is that problem?

It's very easy for us to be ‘dualistic’ in our thinking; that we separate the 'secular’ from
the 'sacred’. The whole earth and everything in it is the Lord’s. Jesus clearly teaches,
as indeed the whole Bible, that God is ‘everywhere’ and active in His world (e.g.
Psalm 139). The problem is caused when dualistic thinking leads us primarily to
perceive that God is somehow about church on a Sunday. If we've separated the
sacred from the secular, then God becomes a deity that is church-based, and we
come together in a church building, where the liturgy, music, architecture, garments,
language and culture all are designed to help us experience God in a sacred act of
worship, in a way that isn't quite possible anywhere else. This then could lead on to
our thinking that God isn't really interested in the rest of our lives; all that we do when
we are not at church on a Sunday.

Of course God is present when we gather together on a Sunday morning, but if we
think that God is only really encountered in such places, and that really we need a
priest/liturgy etc. to do it, that God isn't equally and fully in every part of our lives, then
we are missing out on the fullness of life that God has for us. But more than that, if
we choose to life in dualism, we are not loving God with all our heart, mind, soul and
strength. In fact we are polytheists - with different Gods ruling different areas of our
life. There is no dualism in the Bible. We can get ourselves into all kinds of mess
when we fail to bring a sphere of our life under the claim of Jesus, for then it becomes
autonomous and susceptible to the rule of others.

Jesus is with us in every moment, so we hallow the ‘everyday’. God is with you in
every moment and just as we can intentionally ask him to help us get to know him, so
we can intentionally learn to start to see Jesus in every part of our life, to invite him in,
to see that when we are with others, we are God's words of love to them right there
and then, and they too might have something for us from God, and that all of life is
sacred.

With warmest best wishes.
Richard

Some verses from Psalm 139 are printed at the foot of page 4. Ed.
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REGULAR SERVICES

(See Diary - Special Events, for other services)

St Mary's Church, Kennington

Every Sunday (except last Sunday in the month)
e 800 am. Holy Communion
e 945 am. Sunday Fun Club
e 10.00am. Holy Communion

Last Sunday in the month
« 8.00am, Holy Communion
¢ No Fun Club Young people meet in Church
e 10.00 am. Morning Worship

Every Wednesday
e 10.15am. Holy Communion

St Mary's Community Centre
Every Sunday (except third Sunday in the month)
e 10.00am. Morming Worship

Third Sunday
e 4.00pm. Holy Communion

Everyone is welcome al all the services; the following may help you in your choice
e 8.00 am. Holy Communion - the Communion service using traditional language
¢ 10.00 am. Holy Communion - the Communion service with choir, using Common
Worship
¢ Morning Worship — an informal style of worship without Holy Communion

The Healing Ministry of Laying on of Hands

2™ Sunday of the month 10.00 am. At the Church
3" Sunday of the month  10.00 am. At St. Mary's Community Centre
4" Sunday of the month  8.00 am. At the Church

If you are unable to attend services and wish to receive Holy Communion at home; or if you
are going into hospital and would like a visit from the Hospital Chaplain whilst there, please

contact Reverend Richard King (623334) in the first instance

2 Visit our website www kennington-st-marys.org.uk for information and reports of events
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FOR YOUR OCTOBER DIARY

Weekly Events

Parents and Toddlers — Si. Mary’s Community Centre (term time only)
Drop In (for company and chat) - St. Mary's Community Centre

Bell Ringers - St. Mary's Church Tower

Home Group - 77 Burton Road

Bible Study - St. Mary’s Community Centre

1" Kennington Rainbows - St. Mary’'s Hall

Bible Study — 4 Tritton Fields

Parents and Toddlers — St. Mary’s Hall (term time only)

Bell Ringers — St. Mary’s Church Tower

Choir Practice - St. Mary's Hall

Special Events

Messy Church - St. Mary's Community Centre
Friends of St. Mary's Evensong — in Church

Collectors Fair — St. Mary’s Community Centre
Healing Prayer Group — 4 Beimont Road

Church Family Meeting — in Church

Service of Confirmation with Bishop Trevor - in Church
Friends of St. Mary's Soup Lunch - St. Mary's Hall
Friends of St. Mary's Coffee Moming — St. Mary's Community Centre
Autumn Quiz - Kennington W1 Hall

Service of Light = in Church

Healing Prayer Group — 4 Belmont Road

All dates and times are correct at the time of publication: however,
you may wish 1o check with the event organiser ahead of time

Visit our website at www.kennington-st-marys.org.uk for up-to-date information
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms:

Alfie George Philip Turner

Lilia-Mae Batteson

Lucy-Ella Tracey Ann McCutcheon
Alfie Paul Mark McCutcheon
Destiny Mary McCutcheon
Summer Angel McCutcheon
Harmony Princess McCutcheon
Linda Nicole Kaktonyte

Bradley Daniel Rains

Weddings:

Emma Flisher and Simon Barham
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Thought for the month:

Feasting on God's Word
When your words came, | ate them,
they were my joy and my heart's delight.
Jeremiah 15.16

PSAIM 139 (VERSES 1 - 1IN

' You have searched me, LORD, and you
Know me.
“ You know when | sit and when | rise; you

ive my thoughts from afar.

You discern my going out and my lying
down; you are familiar with all my ways.
4 Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD,
know it completely.
* You hem me in behind and before, and you
lay your hand upon me.
¢ Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too
lofty for me to attain,

" Where can | go from your Spirit? Where
can | flee from your presence?

® If | go up to the heavens, you are there; if |
make my bed in the depths, you are there.
* If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle
on the far side of the sea,

® aven there your hand will guide me, your
right hand will hold me fast

" If | say, “Surely the darkness will hide me

and the light become night around me,”

2 aven the darkness will not be dark to you;
the night will shine like the day, for darkness
is as light to you

" For you created my inmost being; you knit
me together in my mother's womb.

" | praise you because | am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, |
know that full well.

' My frame was not hidden from you when |
was made in the secret place, when | was
woven together in the depths of the earth.

** Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the
days ordained for me were written in your
book before one of them came to be.




FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S, KENNINGTON

GOFFEE MORNING
AT

ST. MARY'’S

COMMUNITY CENTRE
RYLANDS ROAD

SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER
10.30AM-12NOON

Bring and buy Produce

Raffle Cakes

=

£1 ENTRANCE
INCLUDES REFRESHMENTS




Service of Light

At this time of the year we have a memorial service,

to remember our loved ones who have recently
died.

Prayers will be said and candles lit.

October 23rd
4.00 p.m.

St. Mary Kennington

Refreshments will be served in the hall after the service

6
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WHAT WATER?
The answers to this Bible quiz
are all to do with water...
1. The river where John the
Baptist baptised Jesus?
(Matthew, chapter 3)
2. The mountain where the Ark
THE POWER OF ottt
GOD’S LOVE (Genesis, chapter 8)
A bridge needed to be built 3. Where Jesus walked on the
across a large, busy river so water? (John, chapter 6)
divers were sent to explore the 4. Who lived by the Cherith
mmmmm Brook and was fed by a
Ship buried in the deep musd jus o 1 13)
in
piers needed to be built. They (Jonah, chapter 1)
used ropes and powerful tugs, 6. The river where Moses was
but no matter what they did, the found in a basket (Exodus,
wreck would not budge. chapter 2)
Then an engineer had an idea: 7. The island where Paul was
the river rises and falls with the shipwrecked. (Acts, chapter
tide twice a day so why not use 28)
the power of the whole ocean to
lift the wreck? Al low tide ropes if a whal
were fastened to lots of barges had a
and then they waited. As the %. ~
barges rose on the ingoing tide hat - .
so the ropes tightened and daugll I“"" i
pulled. And slowly, the wreck they be?
was eased out of the mud Blubber and
Nothing could resist the power of ot
the rising water. ;
And so it is with the love of God. What jungle animal shouldn't
Nothing can resist its power or get wet?
stand against it When we would A rhinocerustl

believe nchmguabh Answers: 1.Jordan 2 Ararat 3.Sea of
- ‘ Galllee 4 ERjah 5.Joppa 6.Nie 7.Malta

The Cow and the Bible
Autlgiousf:murinsthisaiblemmnmeﬂﬂd. A few days later he went to answer a noise at his door.

Standing there was a cow, with his Bible in s mouth. The farmer raised his eyes tu_hem and thanked
the Lord for this miracle. “Not really,” said the cow. *Your name was written inside.

632 Sir i Wren, the architect of St Paul’s
= Clrhuiulinlmhn.mbommmﬂcmhﬂuﬁm
Knoyle in Wiltshire.

October 10th.
th.l.l.tk:l
Writer of the Jxd Gospel.
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Funeral Services
Directors

21 Tufton Street
Ashford, Kent
TN23 IQN

Tel 01233 620109
Fax 01233 638659

+Nail cutting |
+Corns +Verruca >

s

+Hard skin

+Ingron nails

+Community group visits
+Free Parking +Disabled access

Podplus Shop & Clinic

Julie Rose Stadium, Ashford TN24 9QX

01233 660 851
www.podplus.co.uk

{ Alied-

VDu you require assistance & support

wikeaw  to stay in your own home?

If s0, Allied Healthcare can provide professional and friendly staff that can offer a range of services
to help make everyday living in your own home casier.

Allied Healthcare can:
Provide flexible care, from half hourly visits to 24 hour care
Assist with getting up and going to bed, washing, dressing and shaving
Help with shopping and preparing meals
General companionship and support

Allied Healthcare will work with you to provide the dedicated care and support you need.
For more information, contact your local branch for an informal and friendly chat on:

01233 636773
Or pop into the branch located at: 14 Bank Street, Ashford, Kemt, TN23 1BX
We look forward to hearing from you

Allied Healthcare is committed to safeguarding & promoting the welfare of children, adulls & young people & expects all staff &
volunteers to share this commitment

24 HOUR SERVICE, T DAYS A WEEK

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST, AT OUR TUFTON
STREET ADDRESS

DIGNITY PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
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THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY'S
(1941 - 2011)
Celebrating 70 years of faithfully caring

For our church buildings

INVITE EVERYONE TO JOIN US FOR
A SERVICE OF EVENSONG
IN CHURCH
ON SUNDAY 2"° OCTOBER AT 6.00 PM

Followed by refreshments in St Mary’s Hall
All welcome

Collectors’ Fair — Saturday 8™ October 2011 1
St. Mary’s Community Centre, Rylands Road

10.00am to 3.00pm
We are holding our Collectors’ Fair to support the development of
St. Mary's Community Centre.

With many different dealers attending the Fair, there will be quite a
range of collectables available during the day.

These will include:
Stamps, Coins, Postcards, Cigarette and Trade Cards, Militaria,
Autographs and many other collectables. |

The Fair will be supported by T&T Auctions of Tunbridge
Wells
and the Ashford Philatelic Society

- Bring your collectables, as valuations for future T&T Auction sales |
will be available throughout the day. |

Tables are £10 each - Refreshments — Easy Car Parking —
Families very welcome

Disabled and Wheelchair Facilities and Access
Further information and table enquires or bookings from
the Church Office (664820) |
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T

CROSSWORD

Across

1 Grandson of Mered and his Judean wife (1 Chronicles 4:18) (4)

3 He said of Jesus, ‘This man has done nothing wrong' (Luke 23:40-41) (8)

8 Herb with pleasantly scented roots, present in the Beloved's orchard (Song of
Songs 4:13) (4)

9 What God brought Sarah with the birth of Isaac (Genesis 21.:6) (8)

11 Port on the Red Sea where King Solomon built ships (1 Kings 9:26) (5.5)

14 Donald — . Archbishop of Canterbury 1974-80 (6)

15 Cereal (Ezekiel 4.9) (6)

17 Jesus' description of a Pharisee (Matthew 23:24) (5,5)

20 Not as widely used at church services nowadays as used to be the case (8)

21 ' — all your anxiety on him because he cares for you' (1 Peter 5:7) (4)

22 One of the three strands of Methodism united in 1932 (8)

23 ‘They broke bread in their homes and ate together with — and sincere hearts
(Acts 2:46) (4)

Down

1 The rebuke of 3 Across, ‘Don't you fear God... since you are under the same — 7'
(Luke 23:40) (8)

2 Horse-drawn vehicle used by King Solomon (Song of Songs 3:9) (8)

4 Dearer (anag.) (6)

5 One-time editor of Punch and controversial writer and broadcaster who became a
noted Christian, Malcolm — (10)

6 ‘When you sit to dine with a ruler, — well what is before you' (Proverbs 23:1) (4)
7 ‘God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both — and Christ’ (Acts 2:36) (4)
10 One description of the inspired nature of scripture (10)

12 ‘The Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so

that God may be — — — " (1 Corinthians 15:28) (3,2,3)
13 Recognized as valid (1 Samuel 3:20) (8)
16 A long A (anag.) (6)

18 'For God does not — favouritism' (Romans 2:11) (4)
19 Comes between Joel and Obadiah (4)

_ Answers on page 26
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ASHWOOD & COOPER Ltd

Established local builder providing
a wide range of quality building
services both internal and external
using experienced tradesmen.

Bespoke carpentry extensions

kitchens conservatories etc,

For Free Consultation/Quotation

Contact
Mike Fleming on 01233 627346 or
Mobile 07528038367

mickflemingS553@gmail.com

SIMON & MATT HALLS
Hairdressers

Hair Colouring Specialists
622868
63 Faversham Road

WANT TO ADVERTISE
HERE?
Ring Jean Gallaway

01233 626970

Roberts Plumbing & Heating

safe

ALL Plumbing and Heating Work
Professional,Reliable & Experienced

Central Heating installation
Full Bathroom Fitting + Tiling
Landlord Gas Safety Certificates

(:as Fires, Boilers, Showers,
Cookers, Taps etc...

M:07947 498 112 T: 01233641368
E: ivrobertsi@a btinternet.com

PILATES CLASSES

A pilates class targets the 'core’
being deep abdominal, back and
pelvic floor muscles. It is suitable

for any age, sex or fitness level, and
is especially beneficial for those
with back problems.

WEEKLY CLASSES
MONDAY 11.45am
at Kennington W1 Hall,
Faversham Road. Ashford.
TN249DP

£30 for 6 classes.

To book please call Victoria Saker
07543543373 or email
vsaker@hotmail.com
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Jesus said
“lam the
real vine, and
my Father s
the gardener.
He breaks off
every branch in me
that does not bear
fruit, and he prunes
every branch that
does bear fruit, so
that it will be

2l @ J;;}
Jesus said: A #

. - i @

‘ Mouse Makes

Glue onio card, colour, cul

clean and bear
movre fruit...
...A branch cannot
bear fruit by itself;
it can do so only if
it remains in the
vine. In the same
way you cannotl
bear fruit unless
you remain in me.
| am the vine,
and you are the
branches.
Those who remain
in me, and |l in
them, will bear
much fruit; for you
can do narhm_g

Change each letter on the

grapes 1o the ona after it in without me.

the aiphabe! then rearrange Johin 1 -
lo find the words VETSes 1 3,4-5

Please remember...

OCctober 4th,
St.Francis of Assisi




ﬁ OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD ﬁ

Operation Christmas Child is an
initiative of Samaritan’s Purse,
aimed at giving children living in
poverty a chance to experience
Christmas. Gifts are distributed
in Eastern Europe, India and
Africa, according to need,
regardless of creed. The children
are given the opportunity to hear
the Christmas story if the
circumstances are appropriate.

Can | choose the gender and
age of the child?

Yes! Age ranges are 2-4, 5-9 or
10-14 for either a boy or girl.

What size shoe box should |
use and how do | wrap it?

An average adult size shoe box is
ideal. Ideally the box should be
wrapped in a bright festive paper.
The lid must be wrapped
separately. A label should be
attached to the lid indicating the
gender and age of the recipient.
Secure the box with an elastic
band; this will allow the customs
to check the contents.

Leaflets, which include the
label for your box, are

available in church and
SMCC.

What can | include in my

box?

Cuddly toy

Toothbrush & paste

Bar of soap

Notepad, colouring book
Picture book

Pens, pencils & crayons
Small ball

Puzzle, toy car

Make up

Hair accessories, jewellery
Sweets

Hat, gloves, scarf
Greetings card

N AN NS AN ANANSSSASNKS

Alternatively, you can make a
donation of a single item

e.g packet of crayons.

What is not suitable?
% CHOCOLATE
¥ Edible items (except sweets)
® War related items
X Clothing (other than hats etc.)
X Glass containers
X Mirrors or fragile items
X Any liquids
X Battery operated toys
X Sharp objects or marbles
X Medicine
X Reading books
¥ Anything of a political, religious
or racial nature.

Please leave your box in
church or SMCC by November
13"

More information from Lucy Brown 646136 13
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Ashford Volunteer Car Service

Do vou need transporting:-
to the airport?
to the hospital?

anywhere?
Give me a call to see if | can help w - b g
| | youinayinggodbye oyou :
. &Ny

(Minimum charge £6.00) i‘l!ﬁﬂmﬂmm il ,..

Just call Derek Sorrell * contact Lezh Edwards

o e 01233 712222- 07708 407229
to discuss your require Yonderway, Westwell, Ashford, Kent TNZS 4LE

(*Driving for Ashford Volunteer Car Service,
direct contact n0.01233 633219)

Do you need an Electrician? Give Us a Call!

240 Volts Ltd

Domestic & !
Commercial '

Electrical Solutions

Our Services include:

- Domestic Rewires & Repairs - Commercial Installation

- Full Domestic Installation - PAT Testing

- Consumer Unit Upgrades - FIR - Periodic Inspection Report

For a Free Quotation or Enquiry, please visit our website at
www,.240volts. ltd.uk or call 01233 612399 / 07770 563256

14
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Arts and Crafts Fair — Saturday 5™ November 2011
St Mary’s Community Centre, Rylands Road
10.00am to 3.00pm

We are holding our annual Arts and Craft Fair on Saturday 5" November 2011 at the St.
Mary's Community Centre in Rylands Road, here in Kennington, Ashford.

The Fair is being held to support the essential and future developments at the Church
Community Centre.

We would like to hear from artists and crafters who wish to have or share a table at our
Fair.

We are seeking a vaniely of different articles for sale by stall holders. This could include
Cross Stitching, Paper Crafts, Crochet and Knit Ware, Beading, Candle Making,
Embroidery, Wood Crafts and many other crafis loo.

Tables are £10 each and refreshments will be available throughout the day.

Further details can be obtained from the Church Office (664820)

OUR WEBSITE
Visit St. Mary's Kennington website (www.kennington-st-marys.org.uk) to read all about

your church! Along the top of every page you'll find information about this week's services,
what's on and Richard's monthly message — “from the parish”, look at the site map to
quickly jump to the page you need.

Our website has menus on the left and right of the screen. On the right menu you can
search St. Mary's Kennington internet pages, download periodicals including the weekly
sheet, listen to Richard's sermons, watch Bishop Trevor's video messages and navigate to
the FirstClick site if you'd like to learn more about using computers and the world wide
web.

Browse our many and varied activities and groups on the left menu: the community centre
in Rylands Road (and how to “hire a hall’), in-depth discussions with the bible study
groups; discover how to join our musicians in the choir, bell tower and music group. Get a
flavour of good company at the Drop In, go out and about on the minibus or become a
Friend of St. Mary's. If you're interested in gardening, history or reading, there's advice for
the aspiring horticulturalist, family historian and church library books to borrow! A new
section for Ashford Street Pastors and other community groups complements the charities
and local area Links page further down the menu.

This is just a snippet of what's on-line, so check back for news and diary updates on the
homepage and keep an eye out for changes - (coming soon: the Film Club page.) If you
have a photo of the church or any of our events e-mail it to dole60car@photos flickr.com
and you might see it posted on the website. W. Mort, web editor

15
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GRACE AND THANKSGIVING

We thank Thee, for upland la '
e hrob e The Apple Tree's song
For gold and rumet of the ripeaed fruit,

For yet another year's fulfilment, Lord, :

gok iy Sing a song of orchards,
For joy of glowing colour, Bash of wings, How the apples grow,
We thank Thes, Lord ; for all the listle things g -

That make the love and laughter of our da Bisd b
th_ﬁiﬁdhmph_lndﬁimdl.“:pt,:h Tl'ﬂ'f ond
mummt
First begin to show,
Then the apples npen,
Just as children grow,
In the summer sunshine,
Out of doors, you know;
Now cvery day the bracken browner grows, :
g}“’&" o Or, like trees in winter,
shooe about the bars,
Grow browner; and the little sutumn rose ’ Frolicking in snow.
Doas, for her gown,
Sad weeds of brown.

R Autumn Beauty
Now eve; and cre the momung sun, UTUMN time comes swiftly
Many 2 flower her sweet life will have lost, With red and brown and gold,
Shin by the bitter frost, And leaves us joyful memories
Wh&ﬁ;{:hnuﬂﬂlﬂ!hﬂ.ﬂﬂtb!m To cherish and to hold.

y beasts ' ' it fills our world with colour
That go about their business and their feasts. And magic every day,
Mary Coleridge 50 take the glow the autumn gives
Before it slips away.
Sticks

The easiest way to find Iris Hesselden

Long ago when men cursed something lost around the
and beat the ground with house is to buy a
sticks, it was called replacement.

OCC Shoe Boxes and the Olympics

This autumn, when it comes to choosing gifts for your shoe box for needy children in Eastern Europe and
Africa, why not do an ‘Olympic themed® shoe box? As well as giving you the chance to do something a
bit different with your shoeboxes, this is also your chance to send sporty items out to needy children in
our world - children who might otherwise not have the chance to experience the joy of sport for

themselves,

GIFTS: You might want to include a tennis ball, skipping rope, baseball hat, small football, inflatable beach
ball, stop watch, sweat bands, swim goggles, toy medals or some other sports-related gift that would

bring a smile to a child!
BOX: Decorate your shoebox with Olympic stickers, drawings or even try get hold of wrapping paper with

4 sporty theme.
MESSAGE: Add a message to your child, stating that the shoebox has come from the home of the next

Olympics and that you hope they enjoy the sports items you've included in your box for them to play with,
For details of your nearest collection point, visit: www OperglionCnisimascnle. 0rg us,

e,
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owers Tiny Tots

7.30am - 6.00pm 5 Days a Week
For info tel: 01233 665573

OFSTED REGISTERED DAY NURSERY HOLIDAY PLAY SCHEME

Good Ofsted Report Every School Holiday
3 months to 5 years - 7.30 am - 6.00 pm 4 - 11 years - 8.30 am - 5.30 pm
Full Day & Session Care Full day or half day sessions available
Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum Variety of activities to suit all ages
All staff fully qualified in Early Years Large indoor and outdoor facilities
Secure & Happy Environment Run by experienced & qualified staff

Tel: 01233 665573 E-mail: tinytots@towers.kent.sch.uk

[ e e e
T ——

Better careers start

with Pitman Training

At a price you can afford

T. 01233 637424 www.pitman-training-ashford.com

Ashford Enterprise Centre

where Induttry meets Education
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THOUGHTS OF PILGRIMS

Last year six of our parishioners accompanied Canon Alan Wait's party to Israel.
The six invoived were Mike and Pam (their second visit), Jim and Sue and Dick and
Jan. Over the next few months, we hope to pass on our thoughts and expenences in
the Parish Magazine.

Day 9: Capernaum, Tabgha, Sea of Galilee

Arising from a good night's sleep at 5AM to see the sun beginning to peep over the
top of the distant hills, the rays of light seemed to split the waters of the Sea of
Galilee and made us aware of the fishing boats sailing on its waters.

Having breakfasted, we joined the coach once again and set off northwards towards
Tabgha, (the place of the seven springs) where we were to discover the ruins of
Capernaum - Jesus’ Galilean base. The first stop at Tabgha was the lakeside at
Mensa Christi (the table of Christ) at the beach where the fishermen kept their boats
and where Jesus first summoned them to follow him. (Matthew 4. 18-22.) and to
which the resurrected Christ returned (John 21. 1-22)

Next we visited the remains at Capernaum - 1* century — which was the main trade
route to Egypt and an active place for three Jewish sects, Essenes, Sadducees and
Pharisees. Also viewed were the remains of a house reputed to belong to Simon
Peter's mother-in-law and where Jesus may have lodged. Strangely, looking at the
remains of the building gave me a feeling of calm!

Our next call was to the site of the feeding of the 5,000 at Tabgha. Here we had our
Eucharist on the shores of the lake, a site so lovely, blessed and peaceful. To walk
among the tall grasses and bull-rushes was really spiritually uplifting. Alan Wait then
held the Eucharist, our altar being a large rock, and this experience is still with us
today, it was so moving.

On the way to our lunch, we visited the Church of the Beatitudes which |
understand was built to commemorate the Sermon on the Mount given by Jesus to
the crowds of people who were following him. The Beatitudes taught the principle of
the blessed life as represented in the New Testament. The mount has a fantastic
view of the lake and its magnificent gardens.

The lunch was held in the COOL AND SPACIOUS convent which was attached to
the church. The main course was of course St Peter's fish or Tilipia, a very tasty fish
but very bony. There were a few pilgrims who opted for Chicken!! In the gospel of St
Matthew, it says that Jesus and the disciple Peter were asked to pay a half Shekel
by way of a toll. Jesus told Peter to go to the sea and catch a fish, in its mouth he
would find a Shekel which would pay for both of them for the toll. The St Peter fish

does have a mouth similar to a Shekel!'!
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After lunch the coach took us to a Kibbutz which was established in 1912 and has
since closed down due to the capitalist regime within the country. We took a boat
from the quay for a trip around the Lake Tiberias (Sea of Galilee) which was calm
and peaceful in the beautiful sunshine with many kingfishers.

This was a time of reflection with hymns, a reading and even some dancing on the
upper deck! The Golan Heights were golden as we disembarked at the Kibbutz.
Evidence of the receding water in the lake was very obvious by the former harbour
walls now filled with vegetation.

Finally, a short journey back to the hotel. For the first time we were back early
enough for a swim or maybe just a few drinks and a chat about another wonderful
day spent with great friends.

St Mary’s Kennington
? Quiz NIGHT ?

Saturday 22" October 7pm
Kennington WI Hall

Teams of up to 6 people — £3 per team
member
Fun for all the family!
Raffle Prizes Teal/Coffee

To book a table call DEREK SORRELL on
628066

























